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If salt water sodden bodies 
thrash towards shore lights –
lungs gulping, muscles burning,
screams reaching land first,

if splintered promises are pulled 
from the frothing mouth of the sea
and faded layers of paint rubbed 
smooth by strangers’ prayers,

if the misshapen limbs of an 
overpriced, undermaintained raft
can be bandaged, set in place,
held up and declared beautiful

then why do we hide the empty 
vessels of our fellow humans
in unwanted rooms,
offer them nothing but tinned food,
and spare coat hangers to hold 
the peeling layers of their stories?


 

